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Why You Should Be Worried They Are Renaming Physician Assisted Suicide 
 

Renaming or rebranding Physician Assisted Suicide (PAS) as “Medical Assistance in Dying” 
(MAID) still intentionally ends a life but hides behind words to sound like routine medical care. 
 

It is not an accident.  Rebranding PAS to MAID is a strategy to reshape the whole debate. 
 

1. It reframes the moral category 
• “Suicide” triggers moral, religious, and psychological alarms. 
• “Medical assistance in dying” sounds clinical, compassionate, and aligned with palliative care. 
• It reduces the intuitive moral resistance many people feel. 
Implication for opponents:  
You now have to explain why MAID is still committing suicide.  The emotional impact of the word 
Suicide is lost when the pleasant-sounding acronym and “word” MAID replaces suicide. 

 

2. It shifts the legislative debate 
• Lawmakers are more comfortable supporting something framed as “care” rather than “suicide.” 
• Bills labeled “MAID” may pass more easily because the words softens the perceived stakes. 
Implication:  
Opponents must emphasize word definitions, as well as arguments.  Words shape laws. 

 

3. It blurs the line between palliative care and life-ending action 
• MAID language positions the act as part of the continuum of end-of-life care. 
• This creates confusion among the public about what palliative care really is. 
Implication:  
Opponents must clearly distinguish: Palliative care relieves suffering; MAID intentionally ends 
life.  If that distinction is not repeated constantly, it disappears. 

 

4. It reduces stigma for clinicians who participate 
• “Assisted suicide” suggests a violation of medical ethics. 
• “MAID” suggests a compassionate medical service. 
Implication:  
Opponents must highlight the ethical discontinuity: MAID requires a clinician to intentionally 
facilitate death, violating the Hippocratic oath to do no harm, 

 

5. Hidden Harm to the Most Vulnerable 

• MAID hits hardest on the disabled, the poor, and the overlooked. crdjustice.org 

Implication:  
Keep the spotlight on broken systems.  People choose death when support fails. 

 

6. It aligns U.S. messaging with Canada and Europe 
• Canada’s MAID program has expanded far beyond terminal illness. 
Implication:  
Opponents should be prepared for incrementalism: Language → acceptance → expansion. 

 

7. It is a long-term strategy to win the culture 
Rebranding is not about accuracy.  it is about emotional resonance. 
MAID is designed to sound: 

• gentle 
• compassionate 
• medical 
• inevitable 
Implication:  
Opponents must respond with equally clear, emotionally resonant language, not just policy 
arguments. 

https://www.crdjustice.org/maid

